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IMPORTANT 


Mails are heavy. Avoid delay. Please co- 
operate with us 

By addressing all ministers’ and church 
clerks’ reports, tithes, payments on insurance, 
mission and orphanage monies to Houston R. 
Morehead, General Secretary and Treasurer. 

All orders for merchandise and payments on 
accounts should be addressed to the Church 
of God Publishing House, Tennessee Music and 
aecording to kind of merchandise ordered. 

Address all complaints concerning business 
to Business Manager, Cecil Bridges. 

All materials intended for publication should 
be sent to Editor-in-Chief, J. D. Bright. 


DECLARATION OF FAITH 


WE BELIEVE 
1. In the verbal inspiration of the 


Ju Memoriam 


Our Ministers Who Have Gone to Reap the 
Reward of Their Labors During the Last Two 


Assembly Years—1948-1950. 


Name Rank Date of Death 
F.H. Irwin Ordained Minister 8-31-48 
C. H. Blankenship Ordained Minister 9-12-48 
Chas. M. Jones Evangelist 10-19-48 
Frank Jones Evangelist 10-10-48 

(Colored) 
E. P. Cook Ordained Minister 11-2-48 


J. W. Culpepper 
James Rose 
(Colored) 


Exhorter 


Ordained Minister 11-11-48 
1 


948 


Cc. W. Dempsey Ordained Minister 1-18-49 
Joe L. Porter Evangelist 1-24-49 
E. F. Crane Evangelist 2-11-49 
A. J. Judah Ordained Minister 3- -49 
Flora Rich Evangelist 3-7-49 
Oscar Olsen Ordained Minister 4-2-49 
Ellen Butler Evangelist 3- - 
(Bahamas) 
Sallie O. Lee Evangelist 4-22-49 
Burtis Hughes Evangelist 5-3-49 
Madison E. Ray Evangelist 5- -49 
Estelle Nesbitt Evangelist 2- -49 
(Colored) 
G. W. Kennedy Ordained Evangelist 9- -49 
(Colored) 
Harry Probasco Evangelist 7-14-49 
J. H. Powell Ordained Minister 8-3-49 
W. F. Bryant Ordained Minister 9-19-49 
R. H. Tadlock Evangelist 9-30-49 
Walter T. Dodson Evangelist 10-6-49 
Inez Ceruti Evangelist 9-30-49 
(Colored) 
Nannie Leavelle Evangelist 10-30-49 
Wilson Reid Evangelist 1948 
Jesse J. Owens Evangelist 
Shelton Brock Ordained Minister 11-30-49 
Paul C. Bucher Ordained Minister 12-2-49 
S. W. Latimer Ordained Minister 1-14-50 
John H. Jones Ordained Minister 2-21-50 
Elmer Boyce Exhorter 3-6-50 
Clyde Haynes Evangelist 5-24-50 
J. W. Buchan Evangelist -50 
. W. Kerce Ordained Minister 7- -50 
Jona Ritter Evangelist 7- -50 
J. W. Clevenger Ordained Minister 4-9-50 
N. G. Minton Evangelist 7- 50 
E. C. Clark Ordained Minister 8-27-50 


Note: It is only natural that in the home- 
going of this group of great, loyal, and faith- 





Bible. 

2. In one God eternally existing in 
three persons; namely, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. 

3. That Jesus Christ is the only 
begotten Son of the Father, con- 
ceived of the Holy Ghost, and born 
of the virgin Mary. That Jesus was 
crucified, buried, and raised from 
the dead; that He ascended to heav- 
en and is today at the right hand of 
the Father as the Intercessor. 

4. That all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God, and that 
repentance is commanded of God for 
= and necessary for forgiveness of 
sins. 

5. That justification, regenera- 
tion, and the new birth are wrought 
by faith in the blood of Jesus Christ. 

6. In sanctification subsequent to 
the new birth, through faith in the 
blood of Christ; through the Word, 
and by the Holy Ghost. 

7. Holiness to be God’s standard 
of living for His people. 

8. In the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost subsequent to a clean heart. 

9. In speaking with other tongues 
as the Spirit gives utterance, and 
that it is the initial evidence of the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost. 

1 In water baptism by immer- 
sion, and all who repent should be 
baptized in the name of the Father, 
— of the Son, and of the Holy 


ost. 

11. Divine healing is provided for 
all in the atonement. 

12. In the Lord’s Supper and 
washing of the saints’ feet. 

13. the premillennial second 
coming of Jesus. First, to resurrect 
the righteous dead and to catch 
a. the living saints to Him in the 
air. 
thousand years. 

14. In the bodily resurrection; 
eternal life for the righteous and 
eternal punishment for the wicked. 
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ful ministers we feel a tremendous loss, yet 
we know there is coming a time when every 
true soldier during life’s great conflict 
must lay his armor by and go to his reward. 
I am sure I express the sentiment of the en- 
tire membership of the Church of God when 
I say that the following scriptures are indeed 
applicable to the above who have gone on to 
their reward: 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of his saints,” Psa. 116:15. 

“By faith Abel offered unto God a more 
excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he 
obtained witness that he was righteous, God 
testifying of his gifts: and by it he being 
dead yet speaketh,” Heb. 11:4. 

“And 1 heard a voice from heaven saying 
unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from _ their 
labours; and their works do follow them,” 
Rev. 14:13 


COOP O PLP II IL ILI IDIDIIII III III II 


TO THOSE WHO MADE 
PURCHASES OR PAYMENT 
ON ACCOUNTS AT THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


You may not have heard the an- 
nouncement relative to someone 


stealing all the above mentioned up 
through Thursday night. If you or- 
dered any merchandise or paid on your 


account, you should write us so we 
shall have a record of same. | regret 
this misfortune at our General Assem- 
bly. Your assistance in correcting this 
matter will be greatly appreciated. 


HEAVEN NOT FAR AWAY 
M. D. HARWOOD 


Heaven is not a place so far away 
As it would sometimes seem; 
Neither is it a mystical land 
Or just a land of dreams. 


The beauties of this fair land, 
The beautiful flowers and trees, 
Every scenic mountain or terrain 
Is not compared with heaven, I’d believe. 


Eye hath not beheld its beauty; 
Ear hath not heard the story true. 
Our minds are too small to comprehend 
That wondrous city beyond the blue. 


Its reality is made known every day, 

As we feel the great warmth up there, 
Of the bright rays of sunlight 

And see the stars sprinkled everywhere. 


It must be a great city of light, 

To have things like sun, moon, and stars; 
The great light of the Milky Way 

Surely comes through gates of golden bars. 


It’s grand to know heaven’s above us, 
With all its glorious glare; 

To know there’s a God on His throne 
Who loves and keeps and cares. 


REQUESTS FOR PRAYER 
PRAY FOR: 
Some unspoken requests.—Ada Dollar, Praco, 
a. 





My daughter-in-law to healed; a friend to 
be healed of head trouble.—Mrs. Jess Wilson, 
Sweetwater, Tex. 

My husband who is in City Hospital, 
Akron, Ohio, and has had a serious operation. 
—Mrs. W. A. Rexroad, Rt. 2, Box 249, Cuyahoga 
Falls, Ohio, 

God to save my son and keep him safe; 
me to do God’s will.—Mrs. L. Mansfield, Rt. 1, 
Folsom, La. 

Me to know and do the will of God ov 
a trial I am going through; God to undertake 
for my husband; several who are sick.— 
Martha Paige, Box 542, Rhodhiss, N. C. 

y complete healing. I have diabetes and 
several other ailments.—Mrs. R. L. Carithers, 
122 South Cambridge Street, Ninety Six, S. C. 

A friend of ours who has a cancer.—Mrs. 
Leavy Johnson, Rt. 1, Lutz, Fla. 

A sister who has cancer.—Mrs. E. E. Rhodes, 
Poplar Bluff, Mo. 

My complete healing of pains in my back; 
my brother to be healed of asthma.—A Brother 
in, Christ. 

A very special unspoken request; a friend 
to accept holiness—Velma Daniel, Rt. 1, 
McCrory, Ark, 

My daughter, Mrs. Esther York, who is af- 
flicted, and the doctors do not know what 
is a with her.—Susie Hodges, Eckman, 

. Va. 


Elvie Rushing who is seriously ill with sev- 
eral ailments; a special unspoken request.— 
Mrs. Mary Cotton, Gadsden, Ala. 


The healing of my body; my husband to re- 
ceive the Holy Ghost.—Mrs. T. B. Smith, Hugh- 
son, Calif. 


My children who are unsaved; my husband 
and me to be drawn closer to the Lord; a spe- 
cial unspoken request.—Mrs. Grace Keeney, 
Modesto, Calif. 


ASSEMBLY PICTURES FOR sal 


Please advise the readers of the 
Evangel that they can obtain copies 
of the pictures which I let you have to 
run in the Evangel. I shall be glad to 
supply them at $1.00 each. 

I shall appreciate orders very much, 
since I have exhausted my G. I. time 
and want to continue my schoolwork. 

Sincerely, W. Clarence Busby, Ala- 
bama Secretary-Treasurer, 125 Gray- 
mont Ave., Birmingham 4, Ala. 
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Editorial... 


AUGUST 14-27, 1950 


My caption gives me the privilege of writing about three 
important periods and events: First, the Supreme Council 
meeting which convened in the General Headquarters 
Council Room in Cleveland, August 14, 7 p.m. Thereafter 
I can assure you that from 8 a.m. each morning until 10 
p.m., and even later at times, each evening until Satur- 
day noon, the 19th, the following persons constituting the 
Supreme Council, were definitely, prayerfully engaged in 
debates, discussions, and general deliberations, as well as 
plenty of committee work: H. L. Chesser, Zeno C. Tharp, 
R. R. Walker, A. H. Batts, J. D. Bright, J. Stewart Brins- 
field, E. M. Ellis, J. C. Jernigan, W. E. Johnson, F. W. 
Lemons, Houston R. Morehead, Earl P. Paulk, A. M. 
Phillips, J. T. Roberts, and James L. Slay. 

You will notice in the Minutes of the 43d Assembly, 
which will be off the press soon, and for which you 
be placing your order, that the new Supreme Council has 
undergone quite a change, largely due to the four-year 
limitation. I give you the personnel as follows: H. L. 
Chesser, General Overseer; Zeno C. Tharp, Assistant Gen- 
eral Overseer; Houston R. Morehead, General Secretary 
and Treasurer; John C. Jernigan, J. T. Roberts, R. R. 
Walker, E. M. Ellis, James L. Slay, A.M. Phillips, Paul H. 
Walker, W. E. Johnson, A. V. Beaube, E. L. Simmons, R. P. 
Johnson, and J. H. Walker. 

Before going further, may I say that I am sure I express 
the sentiment of the former Supreme Council when I say 
that, although our General Overseer submitted to us near 
one hundred propositions which either came in from the 
field or department heads, and provoked votes of yea’s and 
nay’s, which is simply saying that the Supreme Council 
was not constituted only by “yes” men, but that every- 
one knew how to say “yes” as well as “no,” and “no” as 
“yes,” there was plenty of liberty granted to us by our 
moderator, the General Overseer, in our individual expres- 
sions. 

Our adjournment from the Supreme Council meeting in 
Cleveland was merely a brief siesta, which was taken up by 
a number of our ministers rushing back to their pastor- 
ates for the week-end services and state overseers return- 
ing to their offices, when they were not too far away, for 
last-minute preparations for a resumption of our Supreme 
Council work Monday, the 21st, 7:30 p.m., at the Molten 
Hotel, Birmingham, Alabama. 

Following the election of the new Council members, our 
General Overseer was very kind in arranging for the out- 
going members and new members of the Council to share 
a good dinner together, as a number of items of general 
interest were dealt with. As a member of the Supreme 
Council who was eliminated by the four-year limitation, I 
am sure I express the sentiment of the other members who 
were eliminated from the Supreme Council during the 
Assembly when I say the Lord’s most choice blessings be 
upon these men, upon whose shoulders will rest many and 
heavy responsibilities. They need our prayers. 

On the morning of August 22, 9 o’clock, the General 
Council convened in the spacious city auditorium of Bir- 
mingham, Alabama. This made several times that we have 
accepted the cordial invitation to hold our General As- 
sembly in Birmingham; and, although we have been treat- 
ed cordially in other cities, none, I am sure, have excelled 
Birmingham in their warm hospitality and courtesy. 

In the opening of the first session there were five hun- 
dred ordained ministers in attendance, and not less 
than three hundred evangelists who occupied the balcony 
to observe and listen in as the ordained ministers on the 
main floor discussed and voted on measures. Soon after, 
our General Overseer declared the Council in session and 
presented the agenda of thirty-three recommendations to 
the General Council from the Supreme Council. A motion 
was offered to select officers, and this required the rest 
of the day, the election of the Council of Twelve consum- 
ing most of the time, due to the enormous amount of work 
required by the tellers in counting the votes—yet they are 
to be commended for the splendid way they carried on 
their work under the chairmanship of Rev. H. D. Williams, 
pastor at South Cleveland, Tennessee. 
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Although a few of the recommendations were voted 
down, most of them were approved and have become a 
part of our Minutes of the 43d Assembly, and it is general- 
ly considered they will be of great blessing to the Church, 
no doubt, until Jesus comes. There were, however, a few 
revolutionary measures passed, such. as the following: 

“That the Workers’ Bulletin be included in The LIGHTED 
PATHWAY as it was before.” 

“That the Macedonian Call be discontinued, and that 
one issue of the Evangel, every three months, be devoted 
2 _ as an issue to take the place of the Macedonian 

a Rad 

“That 10 per cent of tithes coming to Headquarters be 
used as supplement to the present Aged Ministers’ Fund.” 

“That no one shall serve as state overseer longer than 
eight consecutive years. He may be eligible for reappoint- 
ment after serving in some other capacity for at least two 
years. Four consecutive years shall be the limit of servicé 
of any state overseer in any one state or territory.” (This 
applies only to the United States.) 

This last was one of the most revolutionary measures 
passed. Many of the brethren who sponsored it so ardently 
felt that since there had been a four-year limitation 
placed on general officials, the eight-year limitation on 
State overseers would be reasonable and fair. Yet, due 
to its suddenness, it affected a number of our state over- 
seers who quite naturally were expecting reappointment. 
But, according to my observation, these men have met 
this unexpected change courageously and with a Christ- 
like spirit, and it is further my understanding that most 
of them have already found good churches to pastor, 
which certainly they deserved. Due especially to this limi- 
tation placed on state overseers, there have been quite a 
number of new and inexperienced ministers appointed as 
state overseers; yet there are great and justifiable hopes 
that these ministers will succeed in this new phase of 
work and will help to promote the Church in these states 
over which they have been appointed in a gratifying man- 
ner. Certainly, our prayers are with them, as well as with 
all the other state overseers. 

Now the General Assembly, which lasted from Thursday, 
August 24, 7 p.m., through Sunday night, August 27, 9:30 
p.m. The program gave evidence of much prayer and 
planning by the Appointing Board, and every minister and 
musician who served on the program, in every service, 
seemed to be especially anointed. 

Our hearts were especially stirred by the dynamic ser- 
mons delivered by: Rev. L. C. Heaston, on “The Name of 
Jesus”; Rev. A. V. Beaube, state overseer of Tennessee, 
“Essentials to Success”; Rev. J. H. Saayman, returning 
missionary to South Africa, “The Church of God”; our 
beloved R. P. Johnson, “Laborers with God”; John C. 
Jernigan, former General Overseer, “In Memory of Our 
Deceased Ministers”; and Editor of The LIGHTED PATH- 
WAY, Charles W. Conn, on the word “No.” The concluding 
message was on the subject “Last-day Miracles,” and it 
was indeed a climactic message, delivered in Brother D. C. 
Boatwright’s masterful, evangelistic style. 

Then to the departmental programs, such as the Ladies’ 
Willing Workers’ Band, directed by Mrs. S. J. Wood, and 
the Bible School and College, directed by Rev. J. Stewart 
Brinsfield, President of Lee College; Glenn Pettyjohn, 
President of Northwest Bible and Music Academy; J. 
Andrew egg President of International Bible College; 
J. H. Hughes, (then) president of West Coast Bible School; 
and Vessie Hargrave, President of International Prepara- 
tory Institute. The youth program was under the able 
direction of Rev. Ralph E. Williams, who has served as 
National Youth Director efficiently the last four years and 
is succeeded by Rev. Lewis Willis, former National Youth 
Board member and state youth director of Florida. The 
last of the departmental programs was by our Orphanages 
at Sevierville, and Kannapolis, N. C., under the capable di- 
rection of their superintendents, Rev. William F. Dych and 
Rev. Carl H. Rochester. 

I am sure there was not a person who attended a single 
service, whether saint or sinner, without being conscious 
of the highest type of spiritual atmosphere. The Assembly, 
as usual, simply meant thousands of the Church of God 
family having a grand home-coming, to feast upon the 
ee blessings of the Lord Jesus after two years of 

onest, wholehearted efforts for God and His Church 
throughout the world. There was certainly no thought of 

(Continued on page 15) 
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I appreciate the privilege to address 
this greatest and sweetest of General 
Assemblies in the history of the 
Church of God. There must be thou- 
sands here who prayed for Brother 
Paul H. Walker and me after that al- 
most fatal accident of October, 1948. 
We now want to say, THANKS A MIL- 
LION! The fact that we are both here 
without crutches or canes, is proof 
that God still answers prayer. Halle- 
lujah! 

I first got acquainted with the 
Church of God in 1937 at Memphis, 
Tennessee, when I heard that man of 
God, J. H, Walker, Sr., who was then 
your General Overseer, address the 
General Council of the Assemblies of 
God. I was then General Secretary 
and Editor of the Apostolic Faith Mis- 
sion of South Africa. I shall never 
forget how deeply I was impressed by 
Brother Walker’s speech and bearing 
at Memphis. I wished I could visit his 
church. However, in those days there 
was a great lack of good feeling and 
fellowship between the Pentecostal 
movements. If one was the guest of 
one movement, you did not feel free 
to visit another. In all my travels of 
those days I found this state of af- 
fairs obtained everywhere. It made 
me very unhappy, and I then prom- 
ised the Lord that I would do all I 
could to bring about a change. 

There were many that ridiculed my 
enthusiasm for spiritual fellowship 
and co-operation between all God’s 
people in the Pentecostal movements 
of the world. I believed that I had a 
divine vision and call. Brother Saay- 
man could tell you that I even ven- 
tured to bring about such a fellow- 
ship in South Africa. The attempt 
failed miserably, but I continued to 
believe that it was. the will of God 
for His Spirit-filled people to be one 
in the Spirit. I believed that the hun- 
dreds of thousands of saints in those 
days should have fellowship as much 
as I believe that the SIX MILLION 
PENTECOSTALS that are in the 
world today should have fellowship 
in the Spirit. The Pentecostal com- 
munity; i.e., men, women, and chil- 
dren in this year, is estimated to num- 
ber 12 to 15 million. Of those there 
are about three million or more in 
the States. About 15 percent of those 
in this country are members of the 
Church of God. 

Today I am privileged to speak to 
you as Secretary of the World Con- 
ference and Fellowship of Pentecostal 
Churches. Two years ago when I was 
also present here at your 42d Assem- 
bly, you passed a vote of approval 
for the formation of the PENTE- 
COSTAL FELLOWSHIP OF NORTH 
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‘The Pentecostal World Greets 
The 43d General Assembly 


Address by David J. du Plessis, Secretary, 
World Pentecostal Fellowship 


AMERICA. This is today one of the 
most glorious and progressive of such 
Fellowships in the world. In England, 
Germany, and many other countries, 
similar Fellowships have been formed. 
Two World Conferences have already 
passed into history. The Pentecostal 
Movement has never been more 
united and more blessed than in 1950. 
Thank God for the “good old days,” 
but remember we are on the crest of 
a mighty revival in this very year. 

As a result of the automobile acci- 
dent to which I have already referred, 
the course of my life and ministry 
have been changed completely. Thus, 
during the past year I have been 
honored to be one of the teachers at 
the greatest Pentecostal educational 
institution in the world—Lee College. 
I certainly appreciate the love and 
tolerance and great-heartedness of 
my brethren in the Church of God, 
to let a stranger and foreigner hold 
such a responsible position in your 
great school. Without fear of contra- 
diction I can say that I have not be- 
trayed their confidence in the school 
or anywhere else, for I have acted 
both as teacher and World Secretary. 

J. Stewart Brinsfield, my very good 
friend, and Paul H. Walker, my com- 
panion in the afflictions of an acci- 
dent, have possibly played the most 
prominent part in bringing me into 
closer fellowship with the Church of 
God. Thus my desire of 1937 has been 
fulfilled. Today I love and esteem the 
Church of God more than words can 
tell. However, as World Secretary it 
is not expedient for me to resign from 
the church in which I grew up 
in South Africa, and of which I have 
been an ordained minister for 23 
years, and join another church. 
Therefore, I cannot follow Brother 
Saayman’s example. Nevertheless, my 
loyalty to the Church is as great as 
that of any of your ministers, and I 
feel I can serve the Church in a 
greater way because of world con- 
tacts, I shall be ready to serve at all 
times. I can at least look forward to 
another semester of a teaching min- 
istry at Lee College this year. 

I mentioned six million Pentecostals 
in the world. I seek to serve them all. 
You will realize that with six million 
bosses around I can never escape my 
duties. Now let me not forget my 
duty to you, I bring you in the first 
instance GREETINGS FROM THE 
WORLD CONFERENCE of 1949 in 
Paris, where two-thirds of the Pen- 
tecostal Revival of the World was 
represented by 156 delegates and 320 
observers. 

Let me also take advantage of this 
opportunity to invite you to the third 


World Conference to be held in Lon- 
don, England, toward the end of June, 
1952, D.V. Then, let me remind you 
of something nearer home. You are 
invited to the National Convention 
of the Pentecostal Fellowship of 
North America, which convenes at 
Memphis, Tennessee, in the City Au- 
ditorium on the 3d, 4th, and 5th of 
October, 1950. I hope hundreds of the 
ministers and members of the Church 
of God will be there to prove you have 
a strong force in the South. This con- 
vention is being brought south for 
your special convenience, and had 
there been a large enough auditorium 
in Cleveland, Tennessee, I am sure 
the brethren would have decided to 
have it there. 

I have another very pleasant duty. 
Two weeks ago I returned from 
Europe. I spent 75 days of my summer 
vacation working for the Fellowship. 

It meant travelling 20,000 miles 
through 12 countries, attending 96 
meetings, speaking 75 times to about 
40,000 people, including about 1,500 
Pentecostal workers. From all those 
countries, with an adult Pentecostal 
membership of almost 500,000, I bring 
you CORDIAL GREETINGS, as well 
as ten thousands of thanks for your 
prayers and support to them during 
recent years, in the hour of their trial. 
If you enjoy unexpected blessings, 
then remember the saints in Europe 
are praying that God might bless you 
even more, and make it possible for 
you to help them just a little bit long- 
er. Jesus will soon return upon the 
clouds of heaven, and then we shall 
ail be beyond the reach of the powers 
of darkness which now threaten to 
engulf the human race. 

In long interviews with Christian 
leaders in Europe, I learned that they 
are praying for a sweeping revival. 
All of them realize that it will be 
either a revival or a revolution. If the 
revival comes, it brings regeneration 
of hearts, and revolution is at an end. 

I have no time to give details of all 
the glorious things I have seen and 
heard during my travels. I should 
like to tell you of the 30,000 Pente- 
costal saints in Finland, who are all 
working and praying for a mighty 
revival. Then there is the revival in 
Sweden, where over 100,000 Pentecos- 
tals are working and sacrificing until 
they are able to keep almost 400 
missionaries in the foreign field. 
Their membership is about the same 
as that of the Church of God, or 
rather less. If you wish to follow their 
example, you will have to increase 
your staff of missionaries just ten- 
i I am sure you can do it if yo 
will. 

In Norway, about 50,000 saints are 
holding aloft the Pentecostal banner. 
They have sent over 150 missionaries 
to foreign fields. There is a real re- 
vival there and youthful evangelists 
are zealously working to establish a 
Pentecostal testimony in every city, 
town, village, and hamlet. I must say 
Denmark and Switzerland are in 
great need of a revival, for the work 
is very small in comparison with that 
in other countries. ad 
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In Germany there are about 40 to 
50 thousand Pentecostals. There is a 
marvellous fellowship in which all 
groups are co-operating. The Church 
of God has a work there of which 
they can be proud. It is more aggres- 
sive and more Pentecostal than most 
of the others. Brother and Sister Her- 
man Lauster have undoubtedly done 
a great work for God. Brother and 
Sister Seyda have strengthened their 
forces. New assemblies are being or- 
ganized, and new churches are being 
erected. I spent several days with 
these brethren and could see all that 
they were doing. I was proud to be 
associated with them. Brother Lauster 
may never be General Overseer, but 
he certainly is one of the most de- 
voted men the Church of God has 
ever had in the foreign field. 

I had a very good time with the 
saints in Berlin. This is the most 
destroyed city I have seen anywhere. 
At night it is a regular ghost city. 
There I saw more misery and fear 
than anywhere else. I was behind the 
iron curtain, and I never saw a smil- 
ing or happy face anywhere. Women 
work in gangs, handling picks and 
shovels with men, as if it is not re- 
corded that they are “weaker vessels.” 
Even children work in gangs, I 
learned that the churches in the 
Russian Zone had been closed. Let 
us pray much for our brethren. 


Revival fires are burning in France 
and Belgium and Holland. I have no 
time to enter into details. I must tell 
you a little of the great work in Italy, 
where in spite of persecution and lack 
of religious freedom, the revival con- 
tinues, and about 100,000 Pentecostals 
are praising God and seeking more 
souls for Christ. Unfortunately, the 
Protestants are as much opposed to 
the Pentecostals as the Catholics. Let 
us pray that our brethren might find 
favor and recognition with the Gov- 
ernment. I have little hope that so- 
called Protestants will do much to 
help them reach this objective. They 
are suffering under laws which were 
promulgated before the war and 
which should actually be defunct now, 
but are cunningly kept in force. 

I saw the holes, or catacombs, 
where our brethren worshipped dur- 
ing the days of severe persecution. 
One night 180 of them were dragged 
from such a pit and cast into prison. 
That gives you an idea how many 
walked miles out of the city to attend 
a service at midnight in the bowels 
of the earth. I assure you the saints 
in Italy are determined to hold on 
to the end. I admire them greatly 
and wish that you will pray for them. 

Once more, I appreciate this oppor- 
tunity to speak to this great Assem- 
bly, and I ask you to pray for me 
that I might keep in the center of 
His will. May the Lord bless and pros- 
per the Church of God. 

NOTE: In concluding the above ad- 
dress, the speaker announced that if 
folks wished to keep informed about 
the activities and revivals of the Pen- 
tecostal movements throughout the 
world, they should subscribe to the 
official organ of the World Fellow- 
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ship, the quarterly magazine called 
“PENTECOST,” which can be ob- 
tained for $1 for 2 years. 

A number of ministers immediately 
subscribed, and about a dozen handed 
their dollars with their addresses on 
slips of paper. Not wishing to lose 
these slips, the speaker hid them so 
well that he has not been able to find 
them again. Will those who gave their 
names and addresses on such slips 
kindly drop a card to: 

David J. du Plessis, 
P.O, Box 328, Cleveland, Tenn. 
—EDITOR 





A PARTING WORD 


I take this opportunity to express to 
each of you my sincere thanks for 
the kindness shown me for the past 
two years as Business Manager of the 
Publishing House. 

I have enjoyed serving you in this 
capacity, and I am sure that to serve 
you has helped me better understand 
the general Church work and 
equipped me for better service. As I 
take up pastoral duties, it shall be 
my continued prayer that God will 
bless each of you and prosper you 
for Him and for His Church. We are 
praising the Lord for the successful 
accomplishments during the past two 
years. It was a pleasure to serve you 
here and I appreciate the people who 
patronize the Publishing House. 

I know you will be praying for 
Sister Phillips and me as we begin 
our work in the more active ministry. 
We shall need your prayers that God 
will give us success because of the 
great responsibility that is placed up- 
on a pastor, I assure you nothing but 
continued success, at the Publishing 
House, under the leadership of the 
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new Business Manager, Cecil Bridges, 
with the fine Christian staff that will 
assist him.—A. M. Phillips. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
MINISTERS’ MEETING 
Church of God, Columbia, S. C. 
District overseers meet at 
1 p.m., September 11 
All ministers meet at 10 a.m., 
September 12 
EVERY MINISTER URGED TO 
ATTEND 


John L. Byrd, Overseer of 
South Carolina 


TENNESSEE MINISTERS’ 
MEETING 


North Chattanooga, Tenn. 

2 p.m. September 19, 20 

A. V. Beaube, Overseer of 
Tennessee 


























The Lansing, Michigan, Church of God is still going forward. We have broken our Sunday 
School record three times since the church was set in order September 30, 1949. Our member- 
ship has increased 400 per cent, our Y.P.E. increased over 400 per cent, and our Sunday School 
500 per cent. De have held the Sunday School banner three consecutive months, and we also 
have the Y.P.E. banner. We have bought our church and parsonage. 

We want to praise the Lord for all He has done for us at Lansing. Sister Lillian Coldwell 
was here for almost a month. Several were saved and one received the Holy Ghost. Then 
Brother Johnny Rathburn, a young evangelist, came for a three weeks’ revival, and 18 were 
saved, 5 filled with the Holy Ghost, 6 baptized in water, and 4 added to the church. Seems that 
the people got a mind to work, and the church is now going over the top for Jesus. I really 
love to work with a church that wants to go forward for God.—W. T. Truett, 1214 Center Street, 


Lansing, Michigan. 
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HAMBURG, Pa.—I praise the Lord 
for the many times He has healed 
our family, but most of all I praise 
Him for saving our souls. I praise Him 
for healing my mother when she was 
suffering from a pain around her 
heart.—Mrs. Rudolph Heckman. 

COLQUITT, Ga.—My _ grandbaby 
was sick about two weeks ago. My 
daughter-in-law placed an Evangel 
on her and prayed, and she was 
healed. I am glad God is so wonder- 
ful—Callie Mae Haire. 

BRADENTON, Fla—lI praise the 
dear Lord for His goodness to me and 
for the way He has been with me 
these seventeen years I have been 
living for Him. I can recall several 
times the Lord has healed me. About 
two months ago the Lord came down 
and touched my throat. The Lord will 
come to us in plenty of time if we 
trust Him.—Mrs. Charles W. Stowe. 

LAKELAND, Fla.—I praise the Lord 
for saving me nearly five years ago 
and because He keeps me each day. 
To be led of the Lord each day and 
to lead others to see their need of 
Jesus is my whole heart’s desire.— 
Mrs. Louise Hodges. 

BESSEMER CITY, N. C.—I praise 
God for saving, sanctifying, and bap- 
tizing me with this wonderful heav- 
enly Holy Ghost. I could praise Him 
all day every day for a million years 
and still not praise Him enough for 
what He has done for me.—Mrs. L. T. 
Rathbone. 

SENECA, S. C.—Recently, my little 
two-year-old boy almost had lukemia. 
He had big blue spots coming all over 


Page 6 


him. We took him to the doctor on 
Tuesday. He said that if he didn’t 
improve by Thursday he would have 
to have blood transfusions. On Tues- 
day night we went to prayer meeting 
at our church and had the people 
pray for him. On Thursday, when we 
took him to the doctor, he said that 
he was much better than he had 
expected him to be. He has been im- 
proving ever since, and his blood is 
almost normal again. Unless one has 
had such a terrible thing happen to 
his child, he can never know how 
much we appreciate the Lord and His 
mercy.—James A. Barton. 


CARRIERS MILLS, Ill—I do thank 
Jesus for healing my throat. I prom- 
ised God if He would heal me, I would 
testify of it—Mrs. Maude Hartford. 


AMHERSTDALE, W. Va.— I truly 
wish to praise God for His wonderful 
healing power. My vision had always 
been very poor and I would have to 
hold printed matter right up to my 
face to be able to read it. Brother 
Reesor prayed for me during a re- 
vival at the Aracoma (Logan) Church 
of God last June and Jesus came on 
the scene and instantly everything 
became clear and in focus. Now I can 
read the Bible at arm’s length and 
my eyes are getting stronger every 
day. The Lord has also healed me of 
athlete’s foot, also has healed my wife 
and baby a number of times. Praise 
the Lord for the Holy Ghost that 
blesses our souls.—Robert Maxwell. 

WEST POINT, Miss.—My heart was 
made sad when I read Brother Wroten 
Dunn’s letter in the Evangel. About 
eight years ago he conducted a two 
weeks’ revival in a little old school- 
house. I had never heard of holiness, 
only in a fun-making way. I went 
to this revival and went to the altar. 
The fifth night the blessed Lord saved 
my soul. I could not see how any- 
thing could be better, but Brother 
Wroten told us we were to be sancti- 
fied and then the Comforter would 
come in. We began to seek the Lord 
for sanctification, and about one year 
later we received the Holy Ghost. 
It is a wonderful experience when you 
have on the whole armor of God. We 
now have a nice church here in West 
Point, with about fifty-two members. 
We are still enjoying the blessings of 
the Lord. We should be so glad if 
Brother Wroten could visit us in our 
church and preach for us. I can never 
forget those beautiful songs he sang.— 
Mrs. T. W. Keller. 

CHERRY VALLEY, Ark.—I praise 
the Lord for His healing power. In 
September, 1949, my three boys broke 
out with a dreadful skin disease such 
as I have never seen before. The baby, 
age four, was worse than the other 
two. He was almost a solid sore from 
head to feet. His fingernails even 
came off. It was hard to see him suffer 
so. We wept, fasted, and prayed. I 


fasted until I could hardly walk, and 
when we seemed to pray through it 
looked like the baby was worse than 
ever. After a while I got to the place 
I felt I was just a hypocrite in the 
sight of God. We had no physician 
or rubbed anything on them. After 
four months almost, I promised the 
Lord if He would heal them I would 
testify of it, and it seemed the heavens 
broke loose upon us with the glory 
of the heavenly healing virtue. There 
is hardly a scar left on the boys.— 
Mrs. W. G. Wilkins. 

BENTON HARBOR, Mich.—I praise 
the Lord for His goodness and mercy 
to me. I praise Him for healing me. 
God will do to trust any time when 
the trials are hard.—Miss Mae 
Clairday. 


FRANKLIN, N. C.—I praise our 
wonderful Saviour for saving and 
healing our daughter. She was very 
low, and the doctors didn’t have any 
ym for her. They said they were 
doing all that man and medicine 
could do. She had had rheumatic 
fever and asthma for a long time, and 
after the birth of her baby complica- 
tions set in and she had what the 
doctors called. wet lungs. She was 
in an oxygen tent eight days and 
nights, and it looked as if she was 
going at times, but thanks be to our 
Saviour, He heard and answered 
someone’s prayers. On the eleventh 
day the doctors said she had double 
pneumonia fever, and we knew if God 
didn’t undertake she couldn’t last 
long. Three days later she began to 
improve and has been getting better 
ever since.—Mrs. W. E. Mullis. 








Sunday School 
Flannel- 





Material adopted to each lesson in this quarter corefully prepared 
@3 object lessons for teaching children from six through twelve. Pub> 
lished by Church of God, Montgomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tennessee. 


Children remember more what they 
see than what they hear. Present facts 
in the way they will be remembered. 
= spiritual truths through the eye- 
gate. 

Order your Flannelgraph Pictures 
today—adapted to each Sunday School 
lesson in the quarter. Price $1.50 a set, 
or for one quarter. Published quarter- 
ly by the 

CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Montgomery Ave., Cleveland, Tenn. 
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Long before the General Assembly 
convened in Birmingham, Alabama, 
August 24-27, the different committees 
and councils met in their respective 
places and times and planned the 
work for the General Assembly, also 


7 @: the two years following. 
COUNCILS AND BOARDS 


The Council of Twelve, with the 
general officials, composed the Su- 
preme Council of the Church, They 
met here in Cleveland a week or ten 
days before the General Council meet- 
ing in Birmingham, and planned their 
work for the Assembly and for the 
years to follow. God’s blessings were 
upon them as they worked. Word came 
out of their Council that they were 
having a harmonious meeting, and the 
result was that the blessings of the 
Lord were upon them all. Then the 
time came for us to go to the General 
Ministers’ Council in Birmingham. 
The ministers came from the four 
corners of the earth; it was a genuine 
joy to see them coming and to meet 
them and shake their hands. One of 
our ministers declared that he hed 
shaken so many hands that his right 
hand was sore and he had begun *o 
give them his left hand. Our brethren 
love each other. They had looked for- 

ward to this meeting with great an- 
Qiicivation for two years, and now they 
had actually come to the city of Bir- 
mingham, Alabama, and were there to 
enjoy the presence of the Lord and 
the fellowship of the brethren and to 
work out plans for the work of the 
great Church of God in the future. 


OPENING SERVICE 


The opening service was in the 
large auditorium in Birmingham. The 
General Overseer, Rev. H. L. Chesser, 
took over and moderated in a very ef- 
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The Gund Assembly as I Saw It 


A. V. Beaube, State Overseer of Tennessee 


ficient way. He was assisted by Rev. 
Zeno C. Tharp, Assistant General 
Overseer, and Rev. R. R. Walker, Gen- 
eral Secretary and Treasurer. God’s 
blessings seemed to be upon these 
great men of God as they continued 
to carry on the work during strenuous 
hours, working many nights until 
twelve and once as late as two o’clock 
in the morning, sleeping a few hours, 
and then coming back to the service. 
It did not seem that they were so 
tired. We never heard a complaint 
from any of them. God held them up 
in their bodies as they carried on the 
great Council. Then came the open- 
ing night of the General Assembly, 
when God’s presence and power came 
down in such a marvelous way as the 
Rev. L. C. Heaston, nation-wide 
evangelist, spoke on the subject “The 
Name of Jesus” and pointed out the 
ta in the name of Jesus to heal 
he sick, to cast out devils, and the 
authority to carry on the work of the 
Lord. Our hearts were made to re- 
joice because God’s blessings were 
upon us, and a great altar call fol- 
lowed. Probably 150 people came for- 
ward for prayer. 


SINGING AND MUSIC 
The Assembly was off to a good 


start with such men as Brothers, 


Whitt Denson, Vep Ellis, and others 
leading the singing and conducting 
the devotional part of the Assembly. 
To say that God’s presence was with 
us in such meetings would be speak- 
ing mildly. There are no words to de- 
scribe how His presence and power 
was manifested among us as they 
sang to the glory of God. 


PREACHING 
The preaching was marvelous. It 
seems that every preacher was anoint- 





ed for the occasion, and one was 
heard to say, “Oh, how God did bless 
the preaching!” It was rich; it was 
anointed; it was inspiring; it was 
Biblical. It blessed our souls and made 
us happy. It made us want to live 
closer to God. It made us want to be 
true and honest to God and uphold 
the blood-stained banner of Jesus 
Christ, our blessed Master. 


SPIRITUALITY 

Spirituality ran high. God’s pres- 
ence and power met with us. People 
shouted; they praised the Lord; they 
spoke in other tongues; they laughed; 
they danced; they leaped, as God’s 
presence came down in a mighty way. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Then there came the time for the 
election of officers. The Rev. H. L. 
Chesser was elected on the first ballot. 
Rev. Zeno C. Tharp was elected with 
as high a vote as we can remember any 
general official ever being elected 
with. Of course, we all understood 
that the law of limitation did not per- 
mit us to re-elect General Secretary 
Rev. R. R. Walker, so the lot fell upon 
Rev. Houston R. Morehead, overseer 
of South Carolina. Brother Morehead 
has been a true and faithful minister 
in the Church for about a quarter of a 
century, and we were all happy that it 
seemed to be the will of the Lord that 
he serve us as General Secretary and 
Treasurer for the next two years. God’s 
blessings be upon him as he fills his 
office here in Cleveland. 

The Rev. J. D. Bright was re-elected 
as Editor-in-Chief with a great ma- 
jority vote on the first ballot. The 
Church loves and respects Brother 
Bright for his long and efficient serv- 
ice as evangelist; pastor, state over- 

(Continued on page 15) 
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The State of the Church 


By the General Overseer, Rev. H. L. Chesser 


Measured statistically, the condition 
of religion in the United States at the 
close of the year 1949 may be said to 
be in its high prime. Not only do more 
persons belong to churches today than 
ever before in United States history, 
but the percentage of membership as 
compared with the country’s popu- 
lation is at an all-time high. 

During 1949 the churches of all 
faiths in continental United States 
made a total net gain of 2,426,723 
members. That brings church mem- 
bership to the impressive total of 
81,862,328, or 54.2% of the entire pop- 
ulation of the United States. 

All in all, it was a thriving year for 
church growth, for while the popula- 
tion of the country was showing an 
increase of only a little better than 
1.5% over 1948, religious bodies were 
racking up a gain of almost 3%, this 
being based on a United States Census 
Bureau estimate of United States 
population for 1949 of 150,800,000 as of 
February, 1950. 

Moreover, whereas in 1948 there 
were 268,673 individual congregations 
of worshipers, there are now 275,265. 
This increase of 6,592 congregations 
during one year reflects not only the 
expansion of religion into new and 
previously unchurched areas, but it is 
also a commentary on the rather tre- 
mendous new church construction 
program, which has been so noticeable 
across the land during the past year. 

It can be said that the forward 
movement of the Church of God in 
America, if not like a mighty army 
blitzing its way to spectacular victory, 
may at least be described as an ongo- 
ing host whose ranks and facilities 
are steadily swelling with each year’s 
march. 

Just how steady this gain has been 
is seen by referring to proportionate 
church membership in the past. The 
54.2% of our population now on 
church rolls compares with 49% ten 
years ago; 42.7%, twenty years ago; 
and 39.6%, thirty years ago. Back at 
the turn of the century, only 34.7% of 
our population was reported allied to 
the churches. And if you go back as 
far as 1880, the figures reveal that 
church members represented but a 
meager 19.9% of our people. 

To serious students of religious 
trends through the years, it will be 
interesting to note that during the 
past two decades church member- 
ship made a more impressive gain 
than during any previous twenty years 
of our history, except for the period 
between 1880 and 1900, when the great 
revivals swept the land and new 
members were added by wholesale. 

It was between 1929 and 1949 that 
church membership rose from fifty to 
almost eighty-two million, or from 
42.7% to 54.2% of the population. This 
compares with the rise from 19.9% of 
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the population in 1880 to 34.7% in 
1900. But if we take into account the 
less efficient record-keeping of the 
1880 and 1900 period, it is likely that 
the gains of the past twenty years 
actually top any similar span in the 
Nation’s history, whether you figure it 
in total church additions alone, or in 
relation to population. 

It is significant that the years be- 
tween 1929 and 1949 were the years 
of depression, disillusion, World War 
II, the atom bomb, and the Russian 
veto. In that period the security of 
mankind was shaken as never before. 
The props of man’s materialistic 
philosophy cracked beneath him. His 
faith in science as an all-conquering 
force crumbled before the scientists’ 
admission that though they could 
handle the atom, they couldn’t cope 
with human nature. 

During those years, America ob- 
viously was turning to the churches. 
The statistics prove it. While it would 
be folly to assert that between 1929 
and 1949 there was in America any 
wholesale return to religion, the 
figures do indicate a large and defi- 
nite seeking through the institutions 
of religion for a source of security, 
confidence, and serenity not to be 
found in secularity. 

In our opinion, that research, 
though it be neither spectacular nor 
even scarcely discernible to some 
blinded by the confusion of our times, 
is one of the most hopeful auguries 
that we as a people are getting back 
to an even keel. Certainly, faced with 
these statistics, it would take a per- 
sistent pessimist indeed to assert that 
America’s faith in God is on the skids. 

In all, 222 Protestant and 32 non- 
Protestant religious bodies were polled 
for these figures that we are giving 


you. 

Of the 81,862,328 persons whose 
names are now on United States 
church rolls, 48,674,823 belong to Prot- 
estant churches, which registered an 
over-all net gain of 1,368,367 mem- 
bers, almost 2.9%. 

Members of the Roman Catholic 
faith account for 6,718,843—an in- 
crease of 642,646, or a gain of about 
2% during the year. 

The remainder of the total United 
States membership is accounted for 
by the Jewish congregation, which, ac- 
cording to a new figure given for the 
first time since the 1936 census, 
now stands 5 million strong, and other 
non-Protestant religious fellowships. 

The ratio of strength between the 
various faiths has remained fairly 
level during recent years, with a vari- 
ation of not more than 1%. Protes- 
tants still make up about 59% of the 
total, Roman Catholics, about 33%; 
Jews, about 6%; and the remajning 
2% is divided among miscellancqus 
bodies, such as the Greek Orthodox. 


Russian Orthodox, Spiritualists, Bud- 
dhists, etc. 

It is striking how little this division 
of strength, particularly among the 
three chief faiths in America, has 
changed during the past two decades. 
No faith seems to be outstripping an- 
other in the ratio of its gains, and 
certainly none is doing so at the ex- 
pense of another; even the preponder- 
ance of Roman Catholics among the 
thousands of displaced persons ad- 
mitted to the United States during 
1949 has not noticeably disturbed the 
Statistical balance of power. 

In any study of comparative 
strength between Protestants and Ro- 
man Catholics, however, it is only just 
to point out that available statistics 
are hardly fair to the former. 

For instance, the Roman Catholic 
Church includes in its membership 
figures all baptized persons, from in- 
fants up. Protestant denominations, 
on the other hand, with the exception 
of the Protestant Episcopal and some 
Lutheran groups, define as members 
only those who are adults or from the 
age of thirteen and up. If all Protes- 
tant groups followed the Catholic sys- 
tem of counting, they would add at 
least ten million to their currently re- 
ported membership. Or, if the Catholic 
Church followed the prevailing Prot- 
estant method, they would deduct 
about six million from theirs. 

Furthermore, the Roman Catholic 
Church does not drop people from its 
rolls except under the most extra- 
ordinary circumstances. In general, 
the rule “once a Catholic, always a 
Catholic” prevails. No matter how far 
he ay 4 roam, geographically or spirit- 
ually, he remains on the rolls until he 
is adjudged dead, unless, as very rarely 
happens, he is excommunicated. In 
contrast with this practice, most Prot- 
estant churches periodically clean 
their rolls of so-called dead wood. This 
is done under the pressure of local lay 
leaders, who, being businessmen de- 
voted to efficiency records, abhor the 
idea of counting as members those 
persons who have left the community, 
failed to remain active or otherwise 
depart from the sight and kin of the 
congregation. 

Of the 6,592 new local congregations 
established during 1949, it seems that 
the overwhelming majority has been 
among Protestant denominations. 
Only 207 new churches, an increase 
from 14,905 to 15,112, were reported by 
the Roman Catholics. Protestantism, 
while generally following the current 
trend toward denominational mergers 
and local church union and consoli- 
dation, seems at the same time to be 
extending itself widely in previously 
unchurched sections. 

Protestantism’s major strength is 
still predominantly in its larger de- 
nominations. The top twelve which re- 
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port memberships of more than a 
million each, account for 77% of the 
total. In the first 31, each with nu- 
merical strength above 200,000, will 
be found 95% of the entire member- 
ship reported by the 222 denomina- 
tions. 

Topping the list of those adding the 
most members is the Southern Baptist 
Convention, with a reported increase 
of 269,284, having chalked up an aver- 
age gain of better than 200,000 per 
annum, for several years in the recent 
past. The Southern Baptists are the 
fastest growing, probably, of all the 
larger denominations. 

The next largest gain for the one 
year was made by the African Metho- 
dist Episcopal church, with an in- 
crease of 249,723. 

Protestantism’s largest group, the 
Methodists, had only an increase of 
141,507. Thus the Southern Baptists 
made a gain of a fraction over 4%, 
and the Methodists a fraction less 
than 2%. 

The Churches of Christ, with their 
main strength in the South, are an- 
other group making rapid headway, 
both here and abroad. Their gain for 
the year in the United States was 
132,028 members, or about 20%. 

The Presbyterian, U.S.A., registered 
an impressive gain of 71,713. The Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church is another 
consistent gainer, in 1949 bettering its 
record of the two previous years by 
adding 69,719 members. 

Having given you these figures of 
the different groups, let us now look 
more closely to the organization to 
which we belong and in which we are 
vitally interested. We may look at it 
as the mid-century state of the 
Church, and it has been known only 
about half a century, with a very 
small beginning and faced with many 
obstacles. Yet, honored and blessed 
with the presence of God, it has made 
itself felt and known around the 
world. 

First, let us look at the Church fun- 
damentally, and we may say it is 
strong. The burning message as a 
flame of fire in the hearts of its min- 
isters is the redemption of man 
through the atoning blood of Jesus 
Christ. Stressing the necessity of a 
transformation of the old life into 
the new, in harmony with Hebrews 
12:14, which says, “Follow peace with 
all men, and holiness without which 
no man shall see the Lord,” and that 
living apart from sin, a cleansed ves- 
sel, we must have the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost with the evidence of 
speaking in other tongues as an en- 
duement of power for service, that we 
might serve Him without fear, in 
righteousness and holiness all the 
days of our lives, living and working 
for His glory, looking for His blessed 
return to catch away His people and 
hear Him say, “Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant.” 

The Church stands strong on the 
cardinal doctrines of the Bible. The 
Church still believes in the Trinity, 
and that when the Holy Ghost comes 
in He will speak for Himself. The 
Church still believes that the blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanses, sanctifies, and 
is essential to a life of holiness, and is 
being stressed as such. 
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A very popular and timely message 
in the Church today is the second 
coming of Christ to catch away the 
living saints, and in order to comply 
with the admonition of our Lord to 
“be ye also ready, for in such an hour 
as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh,” we must walk in the light 
and keep our garments spotless, that 
~ may be found blameless at His re- 
urn. 

Second, let us look at the Church 
educationally, and we may say it is 
progressive. Lee College, located in 
Cleveland, Tennessee, owned and op- 
erated by the Church, with an enroll- 
ment of between six and seven hun- 
dred students, has the high-school di- 
vision, junior-college division, and al- 
so the religious-education division. 
The objectives looked forward to in 
this institution are a four-year, fully 
accredited college and a fully accredit- 
ed Bible college. Then our youth can 
earn and receive their Bachelor’s De- 
gree in our own college. The objective 
to be obtained in the religious-edu- 
cation division is a fully accredited 
four-or-five-year Bible college, where 
ministerial students may earn and re- 
ceive their degree, fully equipping 
them for ministerial duties, as far as 
education may equip them. 

Other schools that are operating 
and training ministers and Christian 
workers are as follows: Northwest 
Bible and Music Academy in Minot, 
North Dakota; International Bible 
College, Estevan, Saskatchewan, Cana- 
da; International Preparatory Insti- 


tute, San Antonio, Texas; West Coast 
Bible School, Fresno, California; also, 
some state schools of four to six weeks’ 
duration; while on the mission fields, 
we have 35 or 40 literary schools and 
Bible schools in Mexico, El Salvador, 
India, Haiti, and Germany. 

Third, we may look at the Church 
financially, and we may say that it is 
good. In the past two years we have 
paid $436,000 on the Lee College pP- 
erty, leaving a balance owing of $60 - 
000, plus interest at 2%; tithes re- 
ceived in the two years, $785,000; 
foreign missions, $578,000; Orphanage, 
$317,000; Aged Ministers, $106,000; 
$1 per member for Lee College, $133,- 
000. Funds passing through all de- 
partments of the General Church for 
the last two years have amounted to 
about $3,000,000. During this time we 
have paid out to state overseers 
$70,880, for evangelism $54,970, min- 
isters’ widows $17,000, sick and dis- 
abled ministers $21,000, aged minis- 
ters’ pensions $91,625, insurance pre- 
miums for. ministers $89,000. All this 
has been made possible because of the 
loyalty of our people to the Church 
of God, for which we are very grate- 
ful. The Church’s property value is 
$26 ,067,098.88. 

Fourth, we may look at the Church 
spiritually. We may say it is good. Yet, 
more consecration and dedication is 
needed to carry out the task of the 
Great Commission in all the world and 
maintaining the Bible standard of 
holiness. 

Fifth, we may look at the Church as 














This is the church at Veedersburg, Indiana, where Rev. L. T. Bolan is pastor. Brother Bolan 
and his wife came from Lee College to Indiana in February of 1949, and came to Veedersburg 


the following July. 


The church is located on Highway 41, north of Veedersburg, and the building is a block 
structure, 30 by 60 feet with brick trim, colored glass windows on each side, and block glass 
in front. We are proud of the building and thank all who donated to the building fund— 
members and L.W.W.B. and friends. Our pastor and wife deserve much of the credit for 
their untiring efforts during the winter months to get the building ready for worship in the 


spring. 


The church was started in Veedersburg Park, by Rev. Perry Riley. Then, we had house-to- 
house meetings. Later, we purchased a tent, where the church was set in order by our state 


overseer, Rev. C. 


C. Rains. Brother Riley and family stood by us very faithfully. We bought 


the lot where the church now is, and moved the tent onto it. Brother Riley dug and poured the 
footing, then moved on to Carbon, Indiana, to pastor. As Paul said, “One sowed the good 
seed, another watered, and God gave the increase.” We thank and praise God for all His bounti- 
ful blessings to us.—Mrs. Goldie Minick, Church Treasurer, Stone Bluff, Indiana. 
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visionary, and then we may say it is 
rogressive: Property improvement, 
5,020,842.13 (U.S.) ; new church build- 
ings, 400; new parsonages, 225; new 
members, 56,466. The Church is not 
a fly-by-night, worked-up emotional- 
ism, but it is an organization, and we 
dig into stay. Our purpose when we 
start in a town or a city with a revival 
is to go there to stay. May I suggest 
as an objective for the next two years, 
another Church of God in every city 
or town where we have one, if the 
town is large enough, and if the town 
is not large enough, then organize one 
in the next town, until every city, vil- 
lage, and hamlet is blessed with a 
Church of God. 

Let us look at the Church evange- 
listically. We may say this is improv- 
ing, also. If we were to judge the 
Church of God by the work of some 
churches, we might say, evangelisti- 
cally, it is good, but when we think of 
the a and what we ac- 
complished, and what there is a pos- 
sibility of accomplishing, then we use 
the word “improving.” Revivals in two 
years (white), 10,091; converts, 183,- 
185—more than 50%; revivals two 
years previous, 8,052; converts, 117,132 
—66,133 gain; those receiving the Holy 
Ghost in the past two years, 67,079; 
previous two years, 42,315; two-year 
gain in membership, 39,470 (total); 
two previous years gain, 19,474—gain 
over 50%; churches organized in two 
years, 338; two previous years, 259. 
The Church is much stronger in mass 
evangelism than it is in personal 
evangelism. Frankly, I believe we are 
some short on personal evangelism. 

Let us look at the Church as mis- 
sionary. We may say that it is medi- 
um. For foreign missions in two years 
we have contributed less than two- 
thirds of a million dollars, or $5.47 
per capita, while we contributed 


H. R. Morehead, General Secre 
H. L. Chesser, General Overseer; J. 


Page 10 


$4,240,245.53 for property improve- 
ments, $47.94 per capita. We have the 
open doors in the mission fields and 
we have the workers ready to go, but 
we need more money to carry on our 
missionary enterprise. 

Home missions is being neglected 
too much in favor of property gains. 
More money should be channeled di- 
rectly for home mission programs. 
Our ‘state work has become church 
extension work, and many needy 
fields are being neglected. Counting 
the mission money kept in the state, 
also the surplus tithes sent to the 
state treasury, the ea cost 
of each new church organized is 
$3,867. 

Let us look at the state of the 
Church as to opportunity. We may say 
it is excellent. The message of salva- 
tion in the day in which we live has 
its appeal to the soul of man, and 
more especially to that soul that is 
thirsting for God. The open doors to 
the Church; a God-called ministry; 
the promise of His = to go with 
us; the whitened harvest fields; the 
enduement of power for service; the 
Church with its progressive methods, 
its freedom in the Spirit, its excellent 
government, its unexcelled fellowship, 
its standard of holiness, all add up to 
a great challenge for the next two 
years to exceed, by far, the work of 
the past two years in soul-saving. The 
Lord has said, “Let us work while it is 
day, for the night cometh when no 
man can work.” The need is imper- 
ative; the task is great; the presence 
of Him who gave the Great Commis- 
sion is not a rarity, so why wait? While 
the war clouds are hanging low, and 
the nations reeling to and fro, let us 
mobilize our forces in the name of 
Him who said, “Go,” and arise united- 
ly against the foe. 





and Treasurer; Z. C. Tharp, Assistant General Overseer; 
. Bright, Editor-in-Chief. 


ELECTION OF GENERAL 
OFFICIALS AND THEIR 
ACCEPTANCE SPEECHES 


That H. L. Chesser be General Over- 
seer of the Church of God for the next 
two years. 

(The congregation stood in appre- 
ciation and pledging their support for 
the next two years.) 

Remarks by H. L. Chesser: “I thank 
you for your confidence. I thank you 


for your support for the past two years’ 
‘and for the support I feel you are 


going to give us this next two years. 
It has been a pleasure to serve the 
Church in this capacity. There is no 
use to tell you that the burdens have 
been heavy and the _ responsibility 
great, but it has been your cooperation 
that has made the Church grow and 
your cooperation in the next two years 
is what will give us great gains for God 
and His Church. I thank God 
for the success, and for the 
things that have been accomplished 
—for the people who have been 
saved, sanctified, and filled with 
the Holy Ghost and added to the 
Church. I hope that the next two years 
will show greater gains and that more 
can be accomplished. I will do my best 
and work the best that I can, trying 
not to show favoritism, but to be fair 
to everybody. The General Overseer 
is not able to solve all of the problems, 
but we are glad to help you, and we 
need your prayers that as we serve 
in this office we shall be a help to 
humanity, and that this next two 
years may be the greatest in the his- 
tory of the Church. The Lord might 
come before another Assembly, and 
we want to be found doing our best.” 

That Zeno C. Tharp be Assistant 
General Overseer of the Church of God 
for the next two years. 

(The congregation stood in appreci- 
ation, and pledging their support to 
Brother Tharp.) 

Remarks by Zeno C. Tharp: “I ap- 
preciate this expression of your con- 
fidence and pledging your cooperation. 
I had rather have that from you 
than all others combined. There are 
other good churches, but to me none 
can compare with the Church of God. 
The Church of God, to me, is the 
‘fairest among ten thousand.’ No other 
is her equal. I have been a member 
of the Church of God for more than 
forty years, and I expect to live and 
die in the Church of God. I like the 
camp-meeting songs and this manner 
of worship. I would rather have you 
sing ‘Victory in Jesus’ at my funeral, 
and have some good, aged mother 
dancing down the aisle, as this mother 
did a while ago, than a solemn funeral 
march and sing ‘Precious Memories.’ 
Wherever it falls my lot to work this 
year, I will be somewhere plugging 
for the Church of God. It is you who 
have selected me to this position; it 
is you who have taken care of and fed 
my family, and I am not going to 
betray your confidence while I am out 
on the field. I pledge to you my sincere 
and most conscientious service, and 
promise the very best I know how to 
give. It has been a pleasure to work 


(Continued on page 15) 
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Reports to the Supreme Council 








CHURCH OF GOD ORPHANAGE 
SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 
August 21, 1950 
Dear Brethren: 

Since the meeting of the Supreme 
Council, our property at Sevierville 
has had a considerable amount of re- 
pairs and improvements. The exterior 
woodwork has all received two coats 
of paint. The interior walls of the 
dormitories have had one coat of 
paint. A considerable amount of 
plumbing, plastering, and carpenter 
work has been done. The large steam 
line in the auditorium building had 
to be replaced. All the roofs, except 
that of the new dormitory, have been 
coated. The sewer system has been 
put into working condition. The elec- 
tric wiring which had to be done to 
pass inspection was quite expensive. A 
new high-pressure boiler was placed 
in the boiler house. Our new laundry 
equipment is in operation and has 
already proved to be a big asset in 
our operation. The new walk-in cooler 
and deep-freeze have been a very 
necessary part of our food program. 
Fire escapes have been installed as a 
safety precaution. The large variety 
of playground equipment that has 
been placed on the grounds has been 
enjoyed immensely by all the children. 
We still have some work to be done, 
and we are confident that when it is 
completed we shall have a home that 
we shall all appreciate more than 
ever before. 

Our Orphanage Band, which was 
organized in June, is making remark- 
able progress. Within the next several 
months the members of the band will 
be ready for concerts, if the present 
tempo is maintained. We have about 
sixty children in our band program. 

We have endeavored to plan our 
budget for the ensuing year in a 
manner that will keep our Orphanage 
program abreast of forthcoming needs. 
We shall be happy to discuss with you 
this, or any other matters pertaining 
to our work with underprivileged chil- 
dren.—Sincerely yours, William F. 
Dych, Superintendent. 

Orphanage Board: 

James A. Cross, Chairman, John D. 
Smith, R. R. Walker, and J. M. Baldree. 


MISSIONS REPORT 


To the Chairman 
Rev. H. L. Chesser, and 
The Supreme Council 
Greetings: 

In Re: Budget 1950-51 
Brethren: 

We have come to the close of an- 
other successful Assembly year. This 
time, as never before, we are faced 
with the greatest challenging oppor- 
tunities, which are ever increasing our 
constant expanding responsibilities. 

The calls from the fields are many, 
and really tug at your heartstrings. 
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For instance, Sister Stark’s pleadings 
for a missionary couple to come help 
her and the Martins in Angola, West 
Africa; Sister Planter, in Tunisia; 
Sister Flowers, in Japan (with Gen- 
eral MacArthur appealing to all mis- 
sion boards to rush missionaries and 
Bibles to Japan now before they, too, 
are overrun by Communism). There 
is Nigeria; Brother Akpan is earnestly 
calling for someone to come and help 
them. There are Italy, Sicily, Greece, 
Nicaragua, Martinique, and South 
America in her several fields, all 
sounding the Macedonian call, to say 
nothing of the need of good, strong, 
capable couples to replace our aged 
brethren, whose failing health makes 
it necessary to have others learning 
and assuming a greater part of the 
burden. Brother Winters in Barbados 
must be relieved this year if possible. 
Brother and Sister Pullin in Guate- 
mala must have reinforcement this 
year. His health is such that his heart 
may give way most any time. We 
need teachers in the Virgin Islands 
and Utila. 

Brethren, if you can’t remember all 
these open doors, please remember 
the Great Commission is still the 
same, only clearer now, because of 
the shortness of time and the facing 
of the strategy of hell. 

God is blessing. We are delighted to 
report that a number of places on 
different fields have been made self- 
supporting. Our whole program is 
beamed on the indigenous basis, It 
will, however, still take time, special 
effort, and means to really get our 
work on an entirely self-supporting 
basis. It is nothing short of miracu- 
lous the way the Lord has helped us 
already. Our reports show gains in 
those saved, sanctified, and filled 
with the Holy Ghost. The total mem- 
bership this year, because of an error 
in totals last year, unfortunately does 
not show a gain; but for the entire 
Assembly year (2 years) there is a 
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net gain of 17,398, for which we are 
very thankful. The membership 
stands at 59,535. The total property 
value is $780,596.60, which is an in- 
crease of $182,485.17. 

Our mission receipts are over $48,- 
000 more this year than last year. We 
gained in our cash balance in the 
bank—$58,778.18. In the past two 
years we have increased our bank 
balance over $115,000, which inciden- 
tally is the highest balance in the his- 
tory of missions. The bank balance 
July 31, 1950, was $195,282.61. The 
receipts for this Assembly year (2 
years) are over $91,000 more than the 
amount received the two previous 
years. The $313,038 sent in from the 
field is by far more than the amount 
sent in during any one year before, 
except 1946, which topped everything 
by about $27,000. 

The attached comparative reports 
giving a summary of the expenditures 
and the proposed budget, together 
with a comparative report of receipts 
and disbursements for the past ten 
years, are given for your careful read- 
ing, and with the hope that these will 
bring the matter more clearly into 
focus. 

The budget which we are herewith 
submitting for your approval includes 
the sending out of twelve mission- 
aries, returning six others, and grant- 
ing still five others their much- 
earned furloughs. The Missions Board, 
in its annual meeting August 7-10, 
has carefully studied, planned, and 
unanimously adopted this budget, 
which you will find somewhat larger 
than the one of last year. However, in 
view of the needs, our present cash, 
and the justifiable confidence in God 
and our people, I believe God is ex- 
pecting more of us. Therefore, we 
humbly petition you brethren to 
grant this budget, 


Respectfully submitted, 

J. H. Walker, Sr., Executive Missions 
Secretary 

P. H. Walker, Chairman of Mission 
Board 

M. P. Cross 

G. D. Lemons 

A.-M. Phillips 

W. H. Horton 


Order now. 


FAAS ASSIS SSS SSS SS SISSIES SSS 


. 


KHKAKAALMAA AAA AAI SSSI SS SIS SSIS SSIS SSS SESS SSIS SE SESS SLES SESS S_ SESS SESS SESS 


Page 11 








That’s exactly the way we feel about 
the Colorado-Utah camp meeting 
that ran July 18-25, at Clifton, Colo- 
rado, under the supervision of Brother 
W. J. Cothern, state overseer. This is 
the first camp meeting to be held in 
this vicinity of Colorado, and the 
large gospel tent that was stretched 
upon the six acres of Church of God 
property did not accommodate the 
crowds that came to enjoy the quick- 
ening power of the Holy Ghost that 
was present in every service. People 
from various organizations came to 
see what it was all about and stayed 
to enjoy the services. Some were Pen- 
tecostal; some were not; but 
many said, “This is the greatest camp 
meeting we have ever attended in the 
valley!” For a description of the new 
camp site of the Church of God, you 
would have to go back to Glenwood 
Springs, in the vast mountain range, 
and come down through the beautiful 
gorges where the Colorado River, 
Highway 24, and the Rio Grande train 
lines wind their way parallel through 
one beautiful gorge after another, un- 
til you emerge on the fruit plains of 
the Great Western Slope of Colorado. 
Here in the midst of this fruitful val- 
ley of apricots, pears, peaches, apples, 
cherries, and a population of 50,000 
people is the camp site. 

At this writing we already have one 
church organized and built on the 
camp site and the acreage blocked 
off in systematic lots for the building 
of individual camp houses or tents. 
A number of the lots have been sold 
to Church of God members and min- 
isters for the building of houses, and 
preparations are being made to build 
a large tabernacle for the next camp 
meeting. 

At the first service of the camp 
meeting, the people were still coming 
in from across the mountains from 
Colorado Springs, Denver, La Junta, 
and other points, and were erecting 
tents and other means of camping, 
but when the first call to service was 
made, they came from various points 
over the campground, some even run- 
ning in their enthusiasm for the serv- 
ice, and in a few minutes their voices 
were lifted together in singing the 
songs of Zion and praising God with 
such zeal and earnestness that tears 
came to my eyes, and my heart seemed 
to be bursting with joy because of the 
sweet fellowship of God and His peo- 
ple. The special singers during the 
camp meeting were too numerous to 
mention, but the Douglas Family of 
Loma, the Clifton Quartet, the Den- 
ver Trio, Colorado Springs Quartet, 
and the La Junta singers were all 
enjoyed by the camp meeting crowds. 
Truly, there were many there who had 
been set free of the chains of sin by 
the mighty Spirit of God, for they 
would weep for joy and praise God 
for their freedom through the Spirit. 
The night speaker was Rev. E. M. Ellis, 
of Lakeland, Florida, who was at his 
very best. During these night services, 
conviction gripped the hearts of un- 
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believers, and numbers came to the 
altar to seek definite experiences of 
salvation. While seekers were in the 
altar, the saints of God were there 
praying earnestly for them, not leav- 
ing as long as there was anyone at 
the altar who needed God. 


I should like to speak just a word 
about the young people of Colorado 
and Utah, under the direction of 
Brother Lewis Pieler. Everyone was 
greatly impressed by the number of 
young Christians who, on Saturday, 
the Youth Day, gave us some wonder- 
ful services. Brothers Harold Cothern 
and Rabun Pierefoy gave us some 
wonderful thoughts on God’s work 
among the youth. In the afternoon 
service, James Combs spoke for sev- 
eral minutes, and then Rev. H. B. 
Ellis, of Electra, Texas, brought a mes- 
sage on “God’s Call to Youth.” A num- 
ber of young people lined the altars 
on both sides and consecrated their 
lives to God and to His call. A nice 
offering for our Orphanage was re- 
ceived in the morning service. We 
thank God for the wonderful work 
Brother Pieler is doing. The Lord has 
more than doubled the number of our 
young people this year. The junior 
church each morning had splendid 
attendance—just a little under 200 
for the four services. The directors of 
this service were Rose Douglas, Sister 
Douglas, and H. B. Ellis. Every service 
was a wonderful service, but it seemed 
that the Sunday service was the most 
outstanding. The Sunday morning 
service was dedicated to missions, and 
Rev. H. B. Ellis brought the message 
on “The Light of the World.” God 
blessed in the service from the first 
song until the last “Amen,” some- 
where around 1 p. m. The people 
obeyed and laid upon the Bible an 
offering in excess of $187, making the 
total amount raised for missions this 
year over $544.00 (this excludes district 
offerings). With only five churches in 
the state, and two of them just re- 
cently organized, and a membership of 
just over 100, I think this was a good 
offering. One young girl who had been 
the leader in the junior church came 
up with tears streaming from her 
cheeks and said she had no money 
to give but God spoke to her and said, 
“Give yourself.” She was followed by 
a large number of other young people, 
and at that altar God definitely called 
her to the mission fields. Rev. E. M. 
Ellis preached on “The Church” in 
the afternoon, with the result of sev- 
eral families uniting with the Church 
of God, and others say they are look- 
ing toward the Church. We were privi- 
leged to have numerous visitors at 
the camp meeting, including the 
Swartz Family of Denver, and we 
greatly enjoyed their musical numbers, 
and Brother W. E. Dillow, of Denver, 
and as he sang “What a Saviour” the 
entire audience was melted in heart. 

To show the approval of God upon 
the efforts of Brother Cothern, Broth- 
er Pieler, and the good people of Colo- 
rado, I should like to tell you of the 


way God supplied the needs of feed- 
ing the people during the camp meet- 
ing. The building on the campground 
was converted into a dining hall, with 
a kitchen in the rear, and Brother 
Cothern felt that it would be God’s 
will to feed all who came three meals 
a day so that all could come and en- 
joy them, even though without price to 
pay. A _ freewill offering box was 
placed at the door for those who had 
some to give, but no one was com- 
pelled to pay. Several gave offerings 
into the box and meat companies and 
friends donated food. On the last night 
of the camp meeting, Brother Cothern 
announced that after furnishing over 
2,000 meals he ‘had paid everything 
off with the exception of $10.00 and 
that was given immediately by Broth- 
er Jim Bottoms, of Grand Junction. 
My! how the shouts of praise did ring 
when God’s people realized that the 
needs had been supplied. 

The climax of this wonderful camp 
meeting was just as great as any 
service. Four joined the church, and 
the altar call was given without any 
preaching except by the Holy Ghost 
through believers and interpreters. On 
the last night, with an outstanding 
crowd, Brother Weaver and his family 
asked for the privilege of joining the 
Church of God. He and his wife had 
been Christians for a number of years 
but hadn’t been convinced of church 
organization until this camp meeting. 
Before the people could finish giving 
them the right hand of fellowship, 
three good Nazarenes, mother and 
two daughters, came forward to unite. 
Then, during the second attempt to 
extend the hand of fellowship, eight 
young people stepped out to unite, 
bringing the total number to 16 during 
the camp meeting. During this serv- 
ice, Brother Cothern brought out a 
guitar that one young minister had 
given during the mission offering, his 
most prized possession, which he had 
just learned to play to help him in his 
ministry. Brother Rabun had already 
gone on to his new field of work in 
Nebraska with a happy heart, because 
of obedience. One sister in the audi- 
ence stood and said she felt we should 
receive an offering for missions to 
replace the guitar and send it on to 
him to help him in his work. She gave 
$5 to start the offering. Precious 
Brother Douglas, a converted Seventh 
Day Adventist in his 70’s, gave $10. 
Others began to give, even though 
they had already given extensively to 
God’s cause, and in just a few minutes 
over $25 had been raised for the 
guitar. 

To the beloved state overseer, Broth- 
er Cothern, goes our deepest admira- 
tion for the wonderful work he is do- 
ing, many times with his bare hands, 
and by extreme sacrifice, but he has 
kept himself humbly on his face be- 
fore God and GOD IS REWARDING! 
We close with memories of one of the 
greatest camp meetings we have ever 
attended and with the anticipation, 
if the Lord tarries, of another even 
greater and more glorious next year. 
—Camp Meeting Reporter. 





Most folks are about as happy as they make 
up their minds to be.—Abraham Lincoln. 
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Report by the General Assembly 


Mr. Moderator, fellow ministers, 
members and friends. We are now in 
the closing service of the greatest 
Assembly the Church of God has 
ever had, and we, your Resolution 
Committee, think it fitting and prop- 
er that each heart be lifted to God, 
our heavenly Father, here and here- 
after for His kind providence over 
and about the thousands of us who 
came from far and near, East, West, 
North, and South, without the loss 
of life to anyone, and, at the same 
time, pray that this will be the good 
fortune of. all in their journeying 
back to their homes. Also, 

Be it resolved, that heartfelt con- 
gratulations and appreciations are 
hereby extended to Rev. W. E. John- 
son and those associated with him on 
the Entertainment Committee for 
their faithful, efficient efforts in pro- 
viding accommodations for the thou- 
sands of delegates who have attended 
this Forty-third General Assembly. 

We would also express sincere 
thanks to the Chamber of Commerce 
and the managers of the hotels of 
Birmingham (and the good people) 
who have been so cooperative and 
courteous in caring for us. Neither 
would we forget the various business 
establishments that have shown to us 
courtesies, especially the Forbes Music 
Company that so graciously fur- 
nished the musical instruments free. 
Further, we wish to offer to the Hon- 
orable Cooper Green, Mayor. of Bir- 
mingham, Mr. Floyd C. Edins, Chief 
of Police, and Ted Branwell, Manager 
of this great auditorium, our gratitude 
for their fine spirit of welcome shown 
to us in word and in many acts of 
kindness. We would especially give a 
word of thanks to the Police Depart- 
ment for their interest in our safety, 
and for the special privileges extend- 
ed to our delegates from foreign 
countries, as well as the United States. 

Resolved, that this Assembly stand 
as a token of our appreciation to our 
General Overseer, Rev. H. L. Chesser; 
Assistant General Overseer, Rev. Zeno 
C. Tharp; General Secretary and 
Treasurer, Rev. R. R. Walker, and his 
successor in office, Rev. Houston R. 
Morehead; especially for the efficient 
manner in which our General Over- 
seer has moderated this Assembly. 

Inasmuch as music and singing is an 
important part in spiritual worship, 

Be it resolved, that we extend to 
Rev. Vep Ellis, the music director, 
and all those associated with him 
sincere thanks for the magnificent 
service they have rendered. 

Be it further resolved, that we com- 
mend the Rev. G. R. Watson, chair- 
man of the Usher Committee, for the 
systematic service he and the breth- 
ren working with him have rendered 
this Assembly in so courteously serv- 
ing the attendance of this Assembly 
and preserving order. 

Since emergencies are apt to arise 
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in great gatherings such as this, we 
would go on record as expressing sin- 
cere thanks to the Watchman Com- 
mittee, of which Rev. T. W. Godwin 
was chairman, who so faithfully served 
in successfully handling all the prob- 
lems that have arisen. 

Since our hearts have been blessed 
by the various features of the glorious 
services under the capable ministry 
of those who were assigned places on 
our program, we feel that it was only 
wise and fitting that this Assembly 
have the service of an efficient Pub- 
licity Committee so that the general 
public might be informed of the prog- 
ress of the Church, as well as the 
blessings we have been enjoying here. 
Therefore, to the Rev. E. L. Simmons 
and those associated with him we are 
indebted. Since the Rev. E. C, Clark 
was assigned to this committee, but 
due to his sickness and death during 
this Assembly, we were not privileged 
to have his service; and, further, out 
of respect for his long years of faith- 
ful service as one of our outstanding 
ministers, 

Be it resolved, that this Assembly 
stand as a tribute of honor to Brother 
Clark and as an expression of our 
keen sense of loss in the home-going 


of this great fellow minister. 

Inasmuch as a great Assembly like 
this incurs tremendous financial ob- 
ligations, 

Be it resolved, that Rev. Earl P. 
Paulk and the ministers serving with 
him on the Finance Committee be 
congratulated for the efficient and 
successful manner they have gone 
about raising the money required to 
defray the expenses and at the same 
time we would also extend thanks to 
all who made this possible by their 
offerings. May we also, at this point, 
voice what we feel to be the senti- 
ment of the entire Assembly when 
we say that we extend to our various 
department heads deepest apprecii- 
tion for the noble service they have 
rendered during. the past two years 
and in the services of this Assembly. 
Finally, 

Be it resolved, that we pledge our 
wholehearted, faithful support to our 
general officials and all the depart- 
ment heads for the great work that 
lies before the Church of God and is 
challenging us to give our very best 
in our wholehearted effort to carry 
out the Great Commission of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ to go into 
all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature. To this end may we 
join our hearts and hands. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. D. Bright 
Brady Dennis 
E. L. Painter 











REPORT TO THE 43d GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY GEORGE A. WALLACE, 
GENERAL OVERSEER OF COLORED WORK OF THE CHURCH OF GOD 


Esteemed General Overseer, H. L. 
Chesser, Honorable Supreme Council- 
men, ambassadors of faith, saints of 
the Most High, ladies and gentlemen: 
It is a pleasure to be at this Forty- 
third General Assembly. As Overseer 
of the Church of God Colored Work 
in the United States of America, it 
affords me a great degree of pleasure 
to bring you greetings from the 
Church of God Colored Work. 

Our Twenty-sixth Annual Assembly, 
in Jacksonville, Fla., is a cherished 
memory that ages cannot destroy nor 
time erase. The presence of Rev. H. L. 
Chesser, General Overseer, certainly 
was a great asset to our Council and 
Assembly. 

During the past year we have 
walked many roads that were not 
strewn with flowers, but the great 
Highway of Perseverance leads only 
to success. Perseverance is the only 
cornerstone on which great achieve- 
ment rests. Perseverance carries us 
through adversities. It helps us sur- 
mount obstacles. It leads us out of the 
wilderness of doubts on to the table- 
land of certainty, power, and prog- 
ress. 

We wish to express our heartfelt 
appreciation to Rev. H. L. Chesser, 
General Overseer, Rev. Zeno C. Tharp, 
Assistant General Overseer; Rev. R. R. 
Walker, General Secretary-Treasurer; 
Rev. J. D. Bright, Editor-in-Chief, 
Church of God Publications; and Rev. 
A. M. Phillips, Business Manager of 


the Church of God Publishing House, 
for their wholehearted cooperation in 
every way. They are a group of loyal, 
devoted, indefatigable workers. 

Truly our heavenly Father has giv- 
en us showers of blessings during the 
past year. We shall let facts be sub- 
mitted by consulting records. Our 
records show: 6,760 homes visited; 
8,823 sermons delivered; 210 revivals 
conducted; 407 saved; 631 sanctified; 
481 filled with the Holy Ghost; 1,482 
added to the church; total member- 
ship, 3,953; 7 new churches organized; 
117 churches; 16,980 Gospel Heralds 
distributed; and property value, ap- 
proximately $980,373.63. 

We are cultivating a practical faith 
in the living God and accepting 
Christ as our ideal, knowing that this 
fertilizes the whole field of man and 
is the hidden spring of spiritual 
power. It makes our business safer, 
our scholarship wiser, our life man- 
lier, our joy richer, and when the veil 
is lifted we want to stand errect in 
the undimmed light of a glorified 
manhood. 


Our goal for the coming year is to 
boost our mission fund and campaign 
in interest of souls and the progress 
of the work. We want this great 
Assembly to pray for us that we may 
transmit to humanity the choicest 
blessing of God and promote His 
kingdom. That is the hope of this 
world and the crown of eternity. 
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ANDERSON’S L. W. W. B. 
SCORES AGAIN 


It is my pleasure to report the good 
work that is going on within the 
L. W. W. B. here in Anderson, South 
Carolina. There seems to be that en- 
thusiasm among the ladies that really 
keeps things interesting and the work 
moving forward. 

During thirteen weeks, May-July, 
a contest was staged to raise funds for 
our building program. The contest 
ended with a “bang’—with the 
amount of $1,744.20 being turned in 
at the final meeting. How we praise 
the Lord! 

This group of ladies was divided into 
two sides. One group was called “Live 
Wires” while the other side was the 
“Busy Bees.” It was hard to tell who 
was the busier of the two, but at 
the close of the contest the “Live 
Wires” topped the “Busy Bees” by a 
sum of $645. The ladies averaged ap- 
proximately $135 weekly during this 
period. 

The very efficient and capable 
leaders for these groups were Mrs. 
Della Guest for the “Live Wires” and 
Mrs. Corrie Dudley for the “Busy 
Bees.” Their boosters were Mrs. Bessie 
— Patterson and Mrs. Irene Chas- 
een. 

A capable leader such as Mrs. Guest, 
or Mrs. Dudley is the key to nearly 
every situation. Not all can be leaders 
at the same time, but all have quali- 
ties to fit themselves for leadership. 
One of these qualities is the willing- 
ness to follow in the ranks. These 
leaders never reached the place where 
they could not learn new things, and 
they took time to make an untiring 
effort to equip themselves capably for 
the job ahead. They loved their work 
and entered into it as an opportunity 
instead of a duty, a pleasure instead 
of drudgery. 

During this scope of time, the 
L. W. W.B. was found working faith- 
fully. They sold chicken dinners, ties, 
stationery, gift wrapping-paper, all- 
occasion cards, hose, sandwiches, etc. 

One little lady who is known as 
“Aunt” Mary Alewine, age 72 years, 
turned in $75 alone. This should be 
an example for us to follow. Mrs. 
Pear] Free also turned in $71 for credit 
on her side. 

Our president, Mrs. 'R. Leonard Car- 
roll, is most efficient, and she worked 
untiringly during this time, alternat- 
ing her time between the two groups. 
When we sat down to work on pro- 
grams and gather materials, it was she 
who helped us to envision the after- 
glow and not the present work that 
spurred us on to our earnest en- 
deavors. 

Although we have worked and uti- 
lized our time, we still keep in mind 
that for all our work we shall be 
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greatly rewarded, and the more we do 
the greater reward we shall receive.— 
Reporter, Helen Carnes. 


NEW JERSEY STATE 
CONVENTION 


The convention convened in Mill- 
ville, New Jersey, July 5-9, 1950. From 
the very first service one could see 
the keen interest of each delegate and 
visitor. Following the welcome ad- 
dress by the host pastor, Sister Amy 
Hanley, the state overseer gave a few 
remarks and announced the official 
opening of the state convention. For 
the evening speaker, we were priv- 
ileged tg have Brother Madison Sindle, 
pastor at Joppa, Maryland. He deliv- 
ered a very good message, which was 
followed by a good altar service. 

On Thursday evening the delegates 
gathered for another good feast. The 
speaker of the evening was the state 
overseer. The altar was full of hungry 
seekers. Souls were blessed and saved 
from sin. The state convention was 
catching fire as was soon discovered 
by all present. Services were scheduled 
for only July 5-7, but the fire was 
burning and three more services were 
added. The power of God greatly pre- 
vailed. On Friday night we were privi- 
leged to hear a great and forceful 





sermon delivered by Rev. Rufus String, 
pastor of the Pentecostal Church of 
God of America, Pleasantville, New 
Jersey. 

The next assembling gave us a visi- 
tation of the colored Church of God 
of Wilmington, Delaware, and their 
pastor, Rev. Clarence Denson. Their 
visit was enjoyed immensely, and es- 
pecially the great sermon delivered by 
Brother Denson. On Sunday morning 
the service was a great spiritual feast, 
with a good sermon by Rev. H. A. 
Hepler. Sunday night the convention 
came to a close. Preceding the message 
by the state overseer, 7 new members 
were added to the local church. A good 
altar service climaxed one of the best 
conventions the writer has been privi- 
leged to attend. 

The success of this convention was 
brought about by the cooperation of 
the pastors and the good members of 
the State of New Jersey. The mission 
offering was far above other years, 
and the Orphanage offering exceeded 
a year ago. Our thanks to Brother 
Nicholas LaRosa for his untiring ef- 
forts in securing the Evangel subscrip- 
tions during the state convention.— 
John H. Adair, State Overseer, New 
York and New Jersey. 





REVIVAL 


MANCHESTER, Ky.—We have just 
closed a three weeks’ revival with 
Sister Backner, of Kingsport, Tenn., 
as the evangelist. God truly did bless. 
There were 9 saved, 4 sanctified, and 
2 filled with the Holy Ghost. Pray for 
the church here.—Brother Howard, 
Pastor. 














This picture is the Young People’s Sunday School Class of the Cotter Avenue Church of God, 
Somerset, Kentucky. The attendance the day the picture was taken was 50. Their average 
attendance runs about 45. This is usually the largest class in our Sunday School, as you can see 
by the display of the banners. 

Mrs. Georgia Hamm (seated), the teacher, is a very efficient teacher and certainly has a 
burden for her class. 


THE CHURCH OF GOD EVANGEL 














ELECTION OF 
GENERAL OFFICIALS 
(Continued from page 10) 

with such a sincere, honest, God- 
fearing man as our General Overseer. 
I have never met with him on one 
committee or in one council meeting 
but that I felt that from the bottom 
of his heart he was doing his best 
for the Church and for the welfare 
of all concerned, and with no personal 
motives whatever. Again, I pledge to 
the Church of God and to you my very 
best for the next two years.” 

That Houston R. Morehead be Gen- 
eral Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Church of God for the next two years. 

(The congregation stood in appre- 
ciation of and pledging their support 
to Brother Morehead.) 

Remarks by Houston R. Morehead: 
“I sincerely thank you for the confi- 
dence you have placed in me and for 
the honor you have bestowed upon 
me, but with all of this, I am con- 
scious of a great moral and spiritual 
obligation that comes with it. Al- 
though the brethren in speaking to 
me have expressed praise, etc., some- 
how I realize that the Church has 
done much for me and I love the 
Church. I have been in and associated 
with the Church for perhaps 35 years 
—from a small boy. I remember the 
outpouring of the Pentecostal bless- 
ings, and there was then a feeling 
in my heart that I should like to be 
able to add some little contribution to 
the Church, but I never thought it 
would fall my lot to shoulder this 
responsibility. There has been a feeling 
of the need of God and of His divine 
presence and power, that I will not 
disappoint Him nor you, but that I 
may do my best in the service of His 
Church and to the glory and honor 
of His Son. And I pledge all that there 
is in me and ask you to pray for me, 
that I will work loyally with these 
men. I solicit your prayers, and in 
whatever measure I am able, I shall 
do my best.” 

The General Overseer spoke in 
complimentary terms of Brother R. R. 
Walker, who has served as General 
Secretary and Treasurer for the past 
four years. 

Remarks by R. R. Walker: “It has 
been a pleasure to work for the Church 
in the capacity of General Secretary 
and Treasurer for the past four years. 
It has been hard work, but I can say 
that I really appreciated working with 
Brother Jernigan as General Overseer 
and Brother Chesser as Assistant Gen- 
eral Overseer for two years, and with 
Brother Chesser as General Overseer 
and Brother Tharp as Assistant Gen- 
eral Overseer for two years. I should 
like to say for Brother Morehead— 
lend him your hearty support, and 
this will help him with his work. I 
should like also to say that we have 
a fine group of stenographers and 
bookkeepers who will work with him 
and with the Church, and I speak 
out of my heart when I say I feel that 
we are going to have two years of 
great progress, because we have lead- 
ers that we have confidence in, and 
we are expecting God to bless them 
and the Church in a great way. Again, 
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I appreciate the privilege of serving 
the Lord in this capacity, and you will 
find me, in the future, somewhere 
working for the Lord.” 

That J. D. Bright be Editor-in-Chief 
of Church of God Publications for the 
next two years. 

(The congregation stood again, in 
appreciation and pledging their sup- 
port to Brother Bright.) 

Remarks by J. D. Bright: “I deeply 
appreciate your expression of confi- 
dence, and having served you in this 
capacity for two years I should be in 
better position to serve you more 
efficiently the next two years. I have 
made several discoveries in the last 
two years—first, that there were many 
things I did not know. I know there 
are still things for me to learn. There 
were other discoveries—that you, the 
Church, have varied opinions as to 
what should constitute the Evangel, 
Lighted Pathway, Sunday School liter- 
ature, and other publications. We ap- 
preciate the criticism; and I say this 
sincerely, even if it is critical criticism; 
I have tried to accept all with the 
spirit of Christ Jesus. It helps us to 
know and keep our bearings better; 
but we are just human enough to ap- 
preciate compliments occasionally—of 
course, we do not ask for them, but 
we appreciate them. We want the 
publications to serve you, and we are 
giving consideration to every article 
sent in. Our official organ is to be 
the voice of the teachings and doc- 
trines of the Church, and that is cer- 
tainly what I want it to be. I need 
your prayers.” 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
AS | SAW IT 
(Continued from page 7) 


seer, Councillor, Assistant General 
Overseer, and Editor-in-Chief. We feel 
sure that with some new plans to in- 
crease the circulation of the Evangel, 
many thousands more of our people 
and friends will be blessed by reading 
this and all other of the Church of 
God publications. 

The Supreme Council accepted the 
resignation of Business Manager Rev. 
A. M. Phillips so that he could accept 
the pastorate of the largest church in 
the Movement—Greenville, S. C. We 
worked five years in Atlanta with 
Brother Phillips. Knowing his effi- 
cient and consecrated manner of car- 
rying on his work, and having served 
as pastor of the Greenville Church and 
knowing them as well as I do, we are 
looking forward to some of the great- 
est years for that city and area. 

Then Lee College Business Manager 
Cecil Bridges was selected by the Su- 
preme Council to become Business 
Manager of the Publishing House. All 
who know Brother Bridges rejoice 
with us that he has consented to serve 
in this capacity. We hope for him the 
greatest of success as he works with 
this group of people here at the 
Church of God Publishing House. 


BROTHER CLARK PASSES 

Our hearts were saddened to hear 
of the serious illness and death of our 
beloved brother, Rev. E. C. Clark. 
Brother Clark had been a faithful 





minister in the Church some thirty- 
five years and served in many official 
capacities. He was taken by a serious 
heart attack and was not able to over- 
come it. The last day of the Assembly 
he went home to his reward. Long live 
the memories: of this great man of 
God among us, who loved him so! 


WORKERS RETURN 
ENTHUSIASTIC 


Our ministers and members re- 
turned to their respective fields of 
labor, some to new fields that they 
have never seen, some to churches 
and parsonages that they don’t even 
know what they look like, and some to 
congregations to whom they have 
never preached; but they take their 
appointments as the will of the Lord. 
They go into their work enthusiasti- 
cally, trusting in God, and we can 
but bespeak for them the greatest 
yeat the Church of God has ever 
known. 





EDITORIAL 
(Continued from page 3) 


state, territorial, or national border 
lines. Whether it was our home mis- 
sionaries who had been laboring in 
foreign fields or native workers of 
those distant lands; whether those 
from Maine or Florida or those merely 
separated by one state line, there was 
unreserved, grand, and glorious fel- 
lowship among everyone such as only 
wholehearted Christians can manifest. 


The 43d General Assembly has not 
only become history in that it is re- 
corded in the Minutes, but it has been 
written down by the Spirit of the 
living God on the tables of our hearts 
and stored in the most secure nook of 
our memories, never to be forgotten. 
And as we forth into the two years 
which lie tween us and the 1952 
Assembly, may we assert every effort 
to promote the Church of God by 
every method and God-honoring plan 
possible to guarantee His Church the 
progress that it should realize. Then, 
if He who purchased the Church 
should come in our busiest moment, 
we have the assurance He will say to 
us, “Well done, thou good and faith- 
ful servant: thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things: enter thou 
into the joy of thy lord.” 
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THE 
BOOK OF BOOKS 
What It Is 
How to Study It 
By William Evans 


A valuable handbook deal- 
ing with the names of the 
Bible, its inspiration and 
general structure; its study 
by book, chapter, and 
verse. 224 pp.; cloth. $2.00 





CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Montgomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tenn. 
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CHURCH OF GOD ENDS 43d 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


, 


As Reported By 
Martin Waldron 
In the Birmingham News 


As one, 300 of the great Assembly 


arose and proclaimed in a mighty 
shout: “We believe, Lord.” 

Then, pushing aside their seats, the 
lame came forward. 

On crutches, on the arms of friends, 
in the arms of their parents, faltering 
and halting—they advanced toward 
the rostrum. 

It was the climax of the closing of 
the 43d International Church of God 
Assembly at the Municipal Audi- 
torium last yy 

in antag by the pleading voice of a 
Michigan minister who quoted —- 
ture that tag pee they would be 
healed if they believed, the 300 lame 
and infirm came. 

As they mounted the steps to the 
stage serving as a pulpit, the Rev. 
D. C. Boatwright, who declared he 
was healed by faith years ago, prayed 
with them that they be healed. 


Voices Rise in Unison 


As each believer shouted from the 
stage that he believed, the voice of 


the crowd below rose in unison to fill 
the Municipal Auditorium with a 
mighty roar. 

As the Rev. Boatwright placed his 
hands on the heads of those seeking 
healing, low moans escaped from 
tightly-clenched mouths. 

Joy and happiness mingled. Tears 
flowed from faces in every direction. 

A tall, skinny youth suddenly shout- 
ed and his body became rigid. With a 
cry, he pitched forward under a piano 
on the stage. 

Throws Crutches Aside 

A middle-aged mother came forward 
on crutches and shouted that she was 
healed. She threw aside her crutches 
and crumpled to the floor. Two ushers 
helped her from the stage. 

On the floor of the auditorium, she 
took up her crutches again and began 
to walk a steady path—10 feet to the 
right and 10 feet back. 

As she walked, she shouted that she 
was healed and those around her 
joined with her shout. 

A quartet of black-dressed women 
began to walk with her. A young girl 
held the crippled woman’s arm. She 
was crying. 

Then from the stage, a minister 


shouted: “Put down those crutches 
and walk. Walk in the name of Jesus.” 

The woman threw aside the crutch- 
es and stood. For a moment she wav- 
ered, then she took a step forward— 
a step backward, and then forward 
with purpose. 


Stamps Lame Foot 


Then she began to stamp her lame 
foot, to show that it was well. 

The woman ran and danced and 
then, exhausted, fell into a chair. 

It was the climax of a two-hour 
faith healing call of the Church of 
God General Assembly in Birmingham. 

Last night’s services were the last 
of the four days of worship here. 

Yesterday afternoon, the Assem- 
bly held an orphanage program with 
William F. Dych and Carl H. Rochester 
in charge. 

More than 10,000 delegates attended 
the convention. 

The place for the next General 
Assembly was not announced, but 
Birmingham was again mentioned as 
a possibility. 

This is the last issue for the year- 
book. Place your order now. 





